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Limited access and liability for on-site activities led WM to create a habitat program at Orion Township’s Orion Center

Taking the program to Orion Center allowed for greater public education and engagement about the importance of 
preserving, protecting and encouraging wildlife habitat.

WM’s Eagle Valley Habitat Map - GM Orion is just south of EV                                        Orion Center Habitat Map
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Initial pollinator garden at Pine Tree Acres 
installed with the help of Six Rivers and 
Macomb Community College students

Improvements were later made and new plantings installed.   



A new effort is underway to establish a Rain 
Garden that will also help better manage an 
area of erosion – planted with native 
plantings – possible pollinator attraction.

Unfortunately, the pollinator garden was removed and 
replaced with traditional landscape design because of 
the unkept appearance of the pollinator gardens and 
challenges to maintenance contractor crews.



Imagine looking down and finding this cocoon in 400 + acres



Bees at Eagle Valley and Pine Tree Acres

New effort at Eagle Valley in 2017
Failed in 2017 / trying again in 2018

Mice got in the hive at PTA 
and ate the bees winter 
food stores.

PTA Hive #’s continue to grow



Don’t forget - Bats are important pollinators too! 

And they control 
mosquito 
populations. 

Scouting troops 
love to build bat 
& blue bird 
houses.

Provide 
interested groups  
with habitat 
structure plans to 
get the best 
habitats for your 
sites.



Taking it off-site to Lenox township hall – conducting a species inventory

WM created a story board 
educating about bioswales
and raingardens – both 
installed at the township 
but not always understood 
by residents visiting the 
township offices.



Taking environmental education off-site --- WM funded the Bioswale educational 
signage at Orion Center…



Initial success of 
Pollinator Gardens at 
Eagle Valley…

But again, a constant 
struggle due to limited 
employee opportunity 
to manage AND added 
landscape cost $$$.

What once was 
successful turned into 
an unkept garden.

And ultimately into the 
great ground hog war 
of 2013…

NEXT SLIDE…



Here’s how you manage hostile ground hogs?…remove the failed pollinator garden/habitat.  This started out as a 
pond for the original owners of the site, WM turned into a rock garden/pollinator garden effort.  It was then 
taken over by hostile ground hogs…causing its removal.  Not every project is a success…

So what we couldn’t do successfully on-
site, we moved off-site and funded the 
installation of a pollinator garden at the 
Orion Center where volunteers maintain 
the gardens.



Landfills by virtue of their natural area buffer zones ARE pollinator gardens



Paralyzed butterfly bitten 
by spider recovers in the 
care of landfill employee’s 
daughters.

This is the 
reason we do 
these 
programs –

community 
and employee 
engagement in 
the natural 
environment



FUN FYI MOMENT…



PARTNERSHIPS ALLOW YOU TO DEVELOP AND TELL YOUR STORY



New partnership with Six Rivers Land Conservancy – interns performed nest monitoring  from 
May through July in 2017 and are beginning in April through July in 2018.




