
U.S.-hosted Workshop on the Use of Life Cycle Concepts in Supply Chain Management to 
Achieve Resource Efficiency

Steve Hellem
Executive Director

Suppliers Partnership for the Environment
March 23, 2016



About SP

Vision
The Suppliers Partnership for the Environment (SP) is an association of automobile 
original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) and their suppliers working in collaboration 
with the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and other governmental entities 
to identify and implement creative projects and programs that will advance 
environmental sustainability while providing economic value to the automotive supply 
chain through strategic action and engagement.

Mission
SP’s members work together to improve environmental performance while increasing 
value throughout the automobile supply chain. SP provides a forum for small, mid-
sized and large automotive and vehicle suppliers to work with automobile OEMs to 
learn from each other and share environmental best practices while also providing 
economic value throughout the supply chain.



MEMBERS & LIAISONS



A few SP collaboration examples

• Promoting Innovative Technologies

– Example: Through SP networking opportunities, FTS Technologies was able to convey the benefits of its 
energy-efficient flame treatment technology and get connected with the right people so this technology 
could make a broader impact within the industry.  FTS Technologies received GM’s Environmental 
Excellence Award in 2012 in recognition of its efforts.

• Advancing Sustainable Practices

– Example: Gage Products Company has implemented its innovative closed-loop solvent recycling program 
at Ford, FCA, GM and many other automakers in North America through collaboration with personnel all 
through the supply chain. 

– Example: Ford/Novelis collaboration yields innovation on closed loop recycling to improve environmental 
impact.

• Partnering to Promote Impact

– Example:  After the Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill, GM and its supplier partners worked together to convert 227 
miles of oil boom into air deflectors for the Chevrolet Volt. To develop the project, GM partnered with 
several small-medium SP members: Heritage Environmental, Mobile Fluid Recovery, and GDC 
Corporation.  Each company brought unique experience to the table, and their collaboration was a key 
to making such a project a reality.



Collaboration Success Story

Need: FTS Technologies had been striving to drive the implementation of an energy-efficient 
flame treatment technology that lets paint adhere to plastic vehicle parts, such as 
instrument and door panels.

Solution: Through SP networking opportunities, FTS was able to convey the benefits and get 
connected with the right people at GM so this technology could make a broader impact 
within the industry.

Outcome: By using the new process on the Chevy Cruze, for 
example, GM suppliers:

• Reduced solid and liquid waste (filters, cleaners, solvents 
and coatings) from 48 tons a year to less than 1 ton.

• Decreased air pollutants from 810 tons a year to 80 tons a 
year.

• Eliminated landfill waste like paint sludge and painted scrap 
material from 25 tons to nearly zero.



Collaboration Success Story

GAGE PRODUCTS

• Closed-Loop Solvent 
Remanufacturing 
Program operating for 
25+ years

• Gage works together with 
Ford, GM, FCA, and many 
other automakers

• Reclaimed over 100 
million gallons of 
material for reuse in past 
25 years



Go Further
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Collaboration Success Story
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